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Mentallyill

continued from B1

Homeless individuals with
mental illness sometimes cause
disturbances or generate nui-
sance complaints, which some-
times are related to cleanliness,
loitering and ndling. Po-
lice spend many hours each
year - hundreds of thousands
of dollars worth — responding
to calls involving the mentally
ill, said Chief Richard Biehl.

Data about arrests involving
homeless people was not imme-
diately available.

Biehl said arresting and jail-
Ing people with mental health
issues who violate the city’s
nuisance ordinances is not solv-
ing any problems. He said they
need helj

‘That's where Hood comes in.

Hood can offer them many
types of assistance because
his job is in partmership with
Goodwill, Miami Valley Hous-
ing Opportunities, the Alco-
hol, Drug Addiction and Men-
tal Health Services (ADAMHS)
Board for Montgomery County,
the Downtown Dayton Partner-
ship and the Dayton Police De-
partment.

The partnership is intend-
ed to help people who have
slipped through the cracks
while also improving down-
town’s image.

Three days a week, Hood
rides around the downtownar-
ea, looking for people who may
be homeless and display signs
of a mental disorder or sub-
stance abuse.

Last year, there were about
56 unsheltered homeless adults
living on the streets in Mont-
gomery County. There were al-
soabout 403 single sheltered
adults.

Hood, along with a peer spe-
cialist, check out little-known
hangouts, which often requires
that they climb into the bushes,
walk along the train tracks or
crawl beneath overpasses.

Hood said he can help them
apply for housing and receive
mental health assessments and

es and can struggle to stay fo-
cused.

Greg said for years he slept
in homeless shelters or on peo-
ple’s porches or on the streets.
Hesaid his life becamereal-
ly difficult after his sister died
of cancer last year. He's been
robbed and mistreated.

“1was pretty much at the end
of my rope inlife, 1 had so much
cancer and death,” he said.

But Hood transported Greg to
the Goodwill Easter Seals Mir-
acle Clubhouse, a place where
people with mental illness can
focus on rehabilitation, recov-
ery and reintegration back into

e community.

At the clubhouse, Gr:
learned about hulthy living

food stamps or disability bene- and received support from

fits. He can help them get back ~ Dayton Police Chief Richard Bleh!  mental health professionals

on medication or set them up sald arresting and Jalling pecple and people who also struggle

with trainingand  with who with mental illness.

programs that can teachi violate the city rdl Gr ly was accept-
ndence. nance is not solving any problems.  ed into a supportive-living pro-
“Oncelestablisharapport,  Hesald theyneed help. gram, which means he now has

Lassess what their needs are, I3 WITWIER £ STAFF. his own furnished apartment,

and 1let them know that we and he pays one-third of his dis-

have supportive services that ability income on rent.

can assist them with meeting housing. “Thep F}m relieves stress

their needs,” Hood said. Earlier this year, Hood met [n)ou.r Iire r housing, like
Some people reject Hood’s at a busstop a 55-year- uldman bills,” “Th:ymake sure

help Dumghl Others, hesaid,  named G ho suffe rou r]un tgod hill.”

he is worl withtobuildare-  braininjury and was d|agn0§ecl People with mental illness

lationship. He said he’s inter-
acted with about 15 homeless
people with mental illness, and
he’s had one complete success,
meaning they are now in stable

with post-traumatic stress dis-
order.

Greg, whoselast name is be-
ing withheld torespect his pri-
vacy, sometimes hears voic-

canbe detached from reali-
ty, and their inability to think
clearly means they may strug-
gle to hold down a job, pay
their bills, maintain relation-

ships and seek treatment they
need.

“It’s a viclous cycle,” said Da-
vid Onuorah, 34, a clubhouse
member. “You need a support
system, and once you find the
medication that's right for you,
you need to take it consistent-
Iy”
Local officials said they un-
derstand that people who
work, visit and live downtown
can be concerned about or in-
timidared by homeless people
who act erratically.

But they said members of
this pnpulann-n arenot threats.
‘They are il

They sald the communi-
ty could use some education
about this population and the
stigmas attached to mental ill-
Tess.

Sandy Gudorf, president of
‘the Downtown Dayton Partner-
ship, said the pilot program on-
ly started a few months ago, but
Hood and others have already
helped people who may be
leery of speaking to the police.

“We've got folks that have
fallen through the safety nets, "
she said. “Through these case-
workers and social workers,
justmaybe, we can get them
to a clinic and back on medica-
tion."”

Contact thisreporter at 937-225-
0749 or emall Cornalius Frolik @ cox

Threats
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Both suspects will be charged
in Montgomery County Juvenile
Court, said Ron Roberts, public
information officer for the
Kettering Police Department.

Also on Thursday, a threat
at Piqua High School was an-
nounced. The threat, made
‘overnight on social medla. wis
not found to be credible, Piqua
police said.

‘These issues this month fol-
low four threats made at area
schools in May — two in Kerter-
ing and two in Miamisburg. Na-
tionally, more than 300 docu-
mented school bomb threats,
shooting threats, hoaxes and
acts of violence were made
from August 2013 through
the end of January, said Ken
Trump, president of National
School Safety and Security Ser-
vices, a Cleveland-based con-
sulting firm.

School security threats com-
meonly come in clusters because
of “copycats,” said Ramey and
Art Jipson, director of crimi-
nal justice studies at the Uni-

HOW THREATS
ARE MADE

engagement of massive first-re-
sponder resources, along with

Safety and Security Services of
315 documented school security
threats made from August 2013
through January 2014 found the
delivery of the them were broken
thisway:

B Electronic, including social
media,email, text message — 35
percent

p:uem:l and com-
munity anx e()'

‘When poli pond to
bomb :hrnts)mnvnlves “at
minimum several hours” of re-
sources that may detract from
authoritles addressing other
emergencies, Roberts said.

Ifa building is d, au-

As aresult, the school district
will work: mm police to ensure

Englewood

“there

for such actions, said spokes-
woman Kari Basson.

If a juvenile is convicted, itis
important for those imposing
discipline to consider the indi-
vidual accused, Ramey said.

“You need to tailor the re-

etothe of the

thorities may call for a canine

B Police refused tosayhowthreat  sweep in helping to detect the

was delivered - 18 percent extent of the danger. This could

] 15 percent in om the
Dayton Airport,

n percen
B Verbal threats — 10 percent
W Note found in school - 9 percent

versity of Dayton. But to curtail
these numbers, it is incumbent
among school districts and law
enforcement to take all threats
seriously, Trump said.

“The age ohhls kid makes it
atough issue,” he said. “On one
hand, as a parent we look at it
asa smlallon where age should
be a serious factor in determin-
ing what steps to take. On the
other hand, these incidents
cause a huge disruption of the
educational process and trigger

Wright-Patterson Air Force

5]
child,” he said. “We all want
kids to be safe, and we all want
to take it seriously. But we want
to make sure that this 8-year-

Base, Wright State Uni

the Dayton Police Depanment,
Roberts said.

A sweep was made at
Oakview, but not at Van Buren,
he said.

*It’s alot of time and energy
rm- penplem be there,” Roberts

. “We sear e schools.
II ties up manpower. It's trau-
matic. As a parent, my kids
in schools —it's very disturb-
ing. Thekids that are in there,
it disrupts their plan tolearn.
It’s a great ripple effect.
irdoesn't need to occur any-
more."

“This request is necessary to
improve emergency response
times and properly identify
residents and businesses
within the city of Englewood
boundaries,” William Singer
Jr, the city's community
and economic development
director wrote in a July 16 letter
toa U.S. Postal Service official
inCincinnati.

old is not going to be doing this Englewood residents and

when hels25." businesses had previously been
directed by the postal service

pru.nishmznt, l‘mmp said, Judg— to use Clayton for mailing

es often have fated with the

while a juvenile dufendanl may | ZIP code 45315 and Dayton for

be charged witha felony, if con- | the 45415 ZIP code.

victed he or she may serve a
lesser sentence.

Meanwhile, parents need to
make sure they take a lead role
in deterring school security
threats, he said.

“It’s better,” Trump said, “to
have a parent have the conver-
sation about whatis appropri-
ate than to have them have that
conversation with a principal or
a police officer at the school.”

Salt

continued from Bl

“Ithink Ihey are really

SALT PURCHASING
the

eing price hikes of more

than 120 percent over last year. Others were shut out in a recent
Hdding process used by many in the five-county area to fill salt bins

‘winter starms. L

g federal

Mayor

gouging us,”
Dick Church said. “I don’t know

assistance with what they are calling price gouging. Salt pruvvuers say

mhem's a shortage of salt. they are doing their best to meet
ingus thereis.”

Salrprmders say the short- Beavercreek
ages, and resulting price spikes,  Bellbiook
areinresponsetoashortageof  Butler County
supply after a tough winter and  Centerville
orders in anticipation of the Clark County
coming snow storms. The im- Clearcreek
pact is being felt from lllinoisto  Dayton
the Northeast, officials sald. ‘Greene County

“It was an unpreceden HuberHeights
winter last season,” said Mark Kettering
Klein, a spokesman for Cargill. Lebanon
“The whole snowbelt is affect- Miami Counity

" Miamisburg
Thls newspaper surveyed lo-
Ve coun- County
ties. fnr prices they paid for
salt last year and are to pay Riverside
this year. The price increases
ranged from just under 4 Springbero
«centin Butler County to almost
128 percent in Middletown and ‘Warren County
banon. ‘Washington Twp.
Many of the area’s communi-  WestCarroliton

ties buy salt through a region-
al cooperative. This year, the

rative received no com-
plete bids, three partial bids
and three no bids. The compa-
nies that did offer salt at high-
er prices offered only 63,000
tons- roughly a quarter of the
overall amount sought by the
local co-op.

As aresult, local govern-
ments are making deals with
each other toshare salt.

Mason, which was offered
5,500 tons salt by Cargill, is sell-
ing 3,000 tons to Lebanon. The
Lebanon City Council agreed to
shift §291,000 to offset the un-
anticipated costs.

Still Lebanon plans to con-
serve salt, applying it mostly at
|mersect10m. bridges and over-

passes.
In Clearcreek Twp., Warren
County, trustees approved the
purchase of 1,800 tons from
Cargill for $96.59 a ton, near-
ly double what it paid last year,
butalmost $15 a ton less than

the other bidder, North Ameri-
can Salt.

But trustees hedged when
staffsaid they planned to sell
“the majority” to neighboring
communities shut out in the
bidding.

“We could have a bad win-
ter and we could all run out,”
Trustee Jason Gabbard said dur-
ing a Sept. 2 meeting.

‘The next township north,
Washington Twp. in Montgom-
ery County, has secured no bid
and expects to need more salt
tomake it through the winter.

Dayton expects to enter the
winter season with only 70 per-
cent of its usual supply.

While many communities are
bracing for salt shortages and
developing alternative mea-
sures, others said they were
comfortable with what they had
on hand.

Kettering and Warren County

supply and demand.

2013 2014 Pctchange
54.34 99.43 826
5438 9782 799
64.22 66.71 19
5194 9782
5816 80.21 379
49.85 96.59
5194 n3.75 ne
538 Nobid N/A
5194 nas 120.4
5194 9517 832
49.85 n0.85 1226%
528 585 9.4
5194 n2 155
48.59 1065 217
52 n3 3
5194 Nabid N/A
52 115 1212
54.38 97.82 799
55 Nobid N/A
5518 80.21 212
579 76.82 454
5194 Pending N/A
5194 Pending A
bought large quantities at pric-
es more than double what they
paid Jast year.
“Our office was fortunate.
Many agencies are having trou-

ble getting salt and if they can

tit, it is $100 or more per ton
and in many cases the suppli-
ermay only beable tosupply a

on of their bid quantity,”

Kurt Weber, chief deputy engi-
neer in Warren County said via
email.

Beavercreek was among com-
munities still hoping for a bet-
ter solution.

“With the uncertainty of the
supply of materials, and weath-
er conditions, we are still trying
to get a grasp of the situation,
sothere are still ues-

Church said he had never seen
prices rise so much in a single

ar.

“We're all going to get gouged
this year,” he sald, charging the
prcmders ‘were taking unfair
advant.

“1 don'( treal people that
‘way. I've been in business. I al-
ways try to be fair with my cus-

urg has salt
on hand, itlacks enough to car-
ry through the coming winter,
in the event of significant snow-
fall, officials said.

In hopes of helping with the
problem, Cargill is working
overtime and shipping salt from
Chile to build its supplies, Klein
said.

“We're already working Sat-
urdays, which is typically un-
heard of, It's already pedal ro
the metal,” he said. “Although
our prices are higher, we think
they are very reasonable, given
the supply and demand funda-
mentals.”

In Riverside, east of Dayton,
city officials plan to conserve
350 tons of salt on hand, while
pursuing other sources.

‘Like other communities,
drivers there can expect salt at
key areas, but not on residen-
,E.m slrE!ls,?iU_’ﬂWnage’r Bryan

“This is a huge benefit to
the entire area in terms of
recognizing who lives and
works where,” Englewood City
Manager Eric Smith said.

dary confusion has
been a problem for decades,
Smithsaid.

“The post office has
historically rejected all
‘modernization attempts to
correlate city boundaries with
street addresses, " Smith said.
“In fact, even though the ZIP
«code may be correct, if the
lerter has Englewood instead
of Clayton within the Clayton
designated route, the letter will
bereturned as undeliverable.”

Clayton Mayor Joyce
Deitering said this mailing
address issue is a regional
concern affecting Clayton,
‘Union, Englewood and to a
lesser extent Brookville.

“The issue of ZIP codes for
the various jurisdictions in the
Northmont area has long been a
sore spot with some residents,”
Deitering said. “Clayton
officials have tried to address
this matter many times over the
years with the postal service
and our congressman has even
tried to intervene.”

“Communities requesting a
preferred last line are typically
younger communities that
are 50 years-old or less,” said
David Van Allen, the United
States Postal Service Corporate

person.

The city of Oakwood was.
recently granted a similar
preferred last line request and
has been usingits city’s name
inits business and residential
mailing address since May,
according to Van Allen.

Contact this reporterat
937-225-2414 or email

“It's about making roads and
streets passable. Itdoesn’t ab-
solve drivers from being cau-
tious,” Chodkowski said

Crews also can spray beet
juice and brine to fight icy
streets, but there is no substi-
tute for road salt once two to
four inches of snow fall, accord-
ing to Chodkowski.

“This winter’s going to be
one the roads are not going to
be in a condition we want them
to be,” he said, even if addi-
tional supplies marerialize. “To
buy the quantity we bought last
year would cripple us.”

tions out there we do not have

answers for,” John Woltja, su-

perintendant of public adminis-

tration services, said via email.
In 23 years in office, Mayor

Contributing Writer Nancy Bowman
and staff writers Michael Cooper,
Cornelius Froli, Steven Matthews
and Keli Wynn contributed to this
report.

‘The issue of
ZIP codes for
the various
jurisdictions in
the Northmont
area has long
been a sore
spot with some
residents,’

Mayor Joyca Deltering
Clayton




MONTGOMERY COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Phil Plummer, Sheriff

May 13, 2015 345 West Second Street
937-225-4192 (Office) . P.0. Box 972
937-225-4764 (Fax) Byton, OH 45422-2427

To whom it may concern:

I applaud and support the Dayton Police Department’s effort in the
Downtown Engagement Project.

Dayton Police Department, along with other partnering agencies, have
focused on predicated engagement opportunities with the mentally ill
and homeless by a professional social worker and peer specialist on
the streets of downtown Dayton. These engagements are face-to-face
assessments of a target group of individuals who police officers
encounter on a frequent basis. The goal of the assessments is to
direct individuals to long-term services and programs they desperately
need.

The Dayton Police Department has had significant success with this
initiative. There are many benefits to helping the mentally ill and
homeless population through this project, but perhaps the greatest
benefit is fewer arrests for the typical civility crimes which mentally ill
persons commit. This translates to more time that police officers can
devote to this community. Furthermore, it translates to fewer
mentally ill persons in the Montgomery County Jail which is cost
savings to the citizens of Montgomery County.

Sincerely,

are L

PHIL PLUMMER
SHERIFF

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



